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Friday 30th September 2016 
From Mrs May 

You only have to read through this newsletter to see 

what a busy week it has been. Many classes have been 

on visits, which enhance the work that goes on in 

school.  

Today, we held our McMillan coffee morning. A huge 

thank you to everyone who donated a cake and to 

everyone who came to support. There was a lovely 

atmosphere, with parents and friends being served by 

our Year 6 children. A special thank you to Julie Gingell, who came early and stayed late, to help set 

up and serve the hot drinks. She was a star! 

Our events prefects, Tiana and Max, worked hard to 

make the event a success. They organised a “guess the 

number of spots on the cake” competition, which 

Kristina won, and they also suggested a “cake off”. 

This inspired 17 children to get baking and their 

creations were wonderful. Mr Livesey and I had the 

honour of being the judges. It was really hard 

to choose, but in the end, we decided on two 

runners-up; Alex and Heidi/Lauren. The overall 

winner was Archie. His igloo cake looked 

spectacular and tasted delicious. Well done to 

everyone. 

At the time of typing this newsletter, we have 

raised £219.11. There are still some cakes left 

over, which will be sold in the playground later 

this afternoon, so that final figure may rise slightly. 

 

Young Voices Update From Mrs Sangster 

Excitement is really building; Mrs. May and I attended the Young Voices Teachers' Workshop this 

week. What a spectacle we were; dancing, doing tongue exercises, high fiving complete strangers 

and learning all the dance moves for THE event of the school year. You will all have some catching up 

to do . 

Watch this space... 
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Young Voices Travel Arrangements 

The choir will travel to the O2 during the morning by coach.  

We have been advised that it is a bad idea to try and find parents after the concert as there will be 

about 6000 children and their parents and friends, all trying to leave the O2 at the same time. So I 

would like all children to travel back to Longwood on the coach. We are organising another coach for 

parents and friends to travel back to Longwood. This will save you trying to drive and park at the O2, 

or use public transport. More importantly, it means that we will all get back to school at the same 

time and so you will be able to take your children home, without them having to wait for you (and 

without staff having to wait for you  ) 

The cost of the coach is £14 for choir members and £7 for parents and friends. Please fill in the 

attached form to let me know how many seats you would like to book. We will add the cost to your 

invoice. 

 

After-School Pick Up 

If you pick up your child around teatime, please can we ask you to stay outside the hall. A member of 

staff will bring your child to you. It’s very difficult for staff when there are parents standing in the 

doorway. Also, if you would like your child to share the tea, they must sit down and stay for the 

mealtime. We cannot give food to children who are leaving. Please remember that clearing up is 

part of the process. Tea time is 4.30 – 5pm. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Nursery News 

Oak Children have been learning about the Autumn Season. We have enjoyed collecting the conkers 

from the garden and doing counting and craft activities with them.    
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Cherry have a new look cosy corner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 Trip to Bekonskot by Jason and Elias 

We went on the coach to Bekonskot 

Model Village. First we went to look 

around. Next we went into a tiny city 

called Green Hills. There were loads of 

tiny houses and restaurants and 

windmills and boats. There was a park 

too that we played in. We played on 

the slide. We went into the shop and 

Jason bought a squishy seahorse. Elias 

bought a slap watch. It didn’t tell the 

time. It had a snake instead of a clock. 

It was a good day.  
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LKS2 Trip to Lincolnsfield by Rebecca and Lauren 

We went to Lincolnsfield because we are learning about World War 

Two and we wanted to know more. We went to a village school 

where there were strict teachers. One of the teachers was called 

Mrs Summerhedge! When she came in, we had 

to stand up and say “Good morning, Madam,” 

and when she said “Sit down,” we had to sit. 

She gave us ID cards which showed our initials 

and where we came from, to prove we are not 

spies. We split into two groups and went for a bumpy ride on a jeep. It was fun! 

There was a pole inside the middle of the jeep, and in the war, the pole lifted 

up on the roof to shoot bullets at the German planes. Later we had to pretend 

we were in London’s streets during the blackouts. We went in a street shelter. 

It was pitch black, cold and really scary. We heard the alarms which made us 

more scared. We pretended there was a bomb and we had to squirt water with 

a pump at it. It was a race – girls against boys. The girls won! 

 

UKS2 Visit to the Hare Krishna Temple by Archie 

Last Thursday, the whole of UKS2 went to visit the Watford Hare Krishna Temple. It was only a ten 
minute drive away and some of our parents kindly volunteered to take us. Once there, we travelled 
in a cart pulled by oxen; we imagined it would be quite bumpy but it actually proved a surprisingly 
smooth ride, with only the occasional jolt. It was a great way of travelling around the temple. Once 
inside, there was a painting by none other than the presenter from CBBC's Art Attack. It showed 
Krishna surrounded by animals in a valley and was really vibrant, with all the colours jumping out. 
One of the highlights of the afternoon was the school's garden. It was really beautiful with writings 
about reincarnation from the Bhagavad Gita scattered about. The garden was lavish, with large 
water lilies in the pond and colourful flowers everywhere you looked. Towards the entrance of the 
garden, there were three metal frames, one horse and two dogs. They were filled with straw and 
looked convincingly real. We then went and fed the cows with carrots - there was also a cute baby 
foal! We went indoors through the amazing temple with beautifully carved stairs and bannisters. 
There were portraits of Gods and Demigods around the temple in the style of the Old Masters. In the 
next room we talked about the requirements of Hinduism and what it meant to be a Hindu. 
I can't finish without talking about the fabulous food - you just had smells of lovely curries and Indian 
sweets wafting through the whole temple. We had a biscuit with a healthier version of chocolate 
which tasted much better than choc chip cookies. Finally we walked through the memorial garden 
for George Harrison, from the Beatles. We thanked our guide for the tour and realised how lucky we 
were to have had such an experience. 
 

… and Sacred Heart Church by Louis 

Walking into the church, a gorgeous, but calm aroma filled our nostrils. Almost immediately after we 

entered, the priest greeted us. At first, he talked to us about the holy water bowls. If you put your 

finger in the water, and you make a cross shape on your forehead, you are blessed by God. 
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Inside the church, the wooden carvings shone out like angels. The cross was the leader, and the 

pews were his people. By the time we had walked from the door to the front, everyone was full of 

questions. The priest told us that the area at the front was the Sanctuary, where the priest talks, and 

where the choir sits. The area at the back is called the altar, that is where the bread and the wine are 

kept. One question was about the curtain on the altar. 

The priest said that it was the tabernacle; it changes colour depending on what the mood of the day 

is. Another question was about the eagle capsule. The priest said that the lid could come off, 

revealing a gigantic, marble basin used to christen babies. Before leaving the actual church, the 

priest told us that the area to our left was the Sacred Heart altar, and to our right, was Our Lady’s 

altar. 

Before leaving for school, we went into the dressing room to see the garments, and to learn all the 

facts about the daily routine. The priest wears a different garment for every occasion. He also gets 

up at 6:00am every morning, and goes to sleep at 11:00pm every night! We also found out that he 

lives next door and prays every morning. On the way out, the priest showed us the Stations of the 

Cross, this is the story of Jesus’ death. We had a great afternoon!  

 

Congratulations 

A special mention this week for Rayhan (UKS2). His behaviour today has been exemplary. He helped 

many of the smaller children to get cake and find a seat at the coffee morning, was polite to all our 

guests and then, whilst the judging was going on, he scuttled around the hall with a big black bin 

liner, tidying up after everyone else. He just got on quietly and was a big help. Thank you! 

 

Photographer 

A reminder that the school photographer will be in to take individual pictures on Wednesday. Please 

make sure that your child is clean and beautiful  If it’s not a day that your child usually attends 

Longwood, please feel free to pop in anytime between 9 & 10am. 

 

Facebook 

 

Don’t forget to join our Friends of Longwood group on Facebook. It’s a great way to get reminders 

and keep in touch. 
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Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Bingo Information and Slip 

 O2 Coach Booking Form 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 4th Oct 8.30 – 3.30pm UKS2 visit to Hazard 
Alley 

Children will need a 
packed lunch please 

 
Hazard Alley, at the Safety Centre Milton Keynes, is the first purpose-built interactive centre 
where visitors can experience 12 hazardous scenarios in perfect safety. Pupils will be encouraged 
to identify everyday hazards and develop safe strategies to deal with potential emergencies, 
changing their behaviour to keep themselves and others safe. The cost of this trip is £21. It will be 
added to your invoice.  

Wednesday 5th Oct All morning Photographer in to 
take individual photos 

 

Thursday 6th October 7pm at school Open Evening Please spread the 
word. This event is for 
potential Longwood 
parents. Year 5/6 
children to attend. 

Friday 14th October Morning KS1 to Bushey 
Museum 

No cost to parents. 

Friday 14th October 7.30pm in the school 
hall 

Bingo Night All parents and 
children (FS upwards) 
welcome 

Friday 21st October 9.30am at St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival All parents welcome 
(FA - KS2). Tea and 
coffee afterwards. 

Wednesday 2nd Nov 7.30pm in the school 
hall 

FoL meeting  All parents welcome 

Monday 7th Nov Afternoon UKS2 to visit mosque 
in Stanmore 

During the school day 

Wednesday 9th Nov During the school day LKS2 Lego workshop  
 
The children will take part in two building projects, linked to their topic work. There is no charge 
to parents for this workshop, but the children will be allowed to buy some Lego at the end of the 
day. Maximum cost will be £10. They will need to bring spending money (cash) if they wish to 
make a purchase.  

Wednesday 9th Nov 7.30pm in the school 
hall 

COCKTAILS & 
CANAPES (and FoL AGM) 

All parents welcome 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 23rd Nov 8.30 – 3.30pm  UKS2 visit to the Living 
Rainforest 

Children will need a 
packed lunch please 

 
The Living Rainforest is home to over 700 species of plants and animals. Situated near J13 of the 
M4, the children will have a guided tour and learn about biological diversity, cultural diversity and 
climate stability. The cost of this trip is £30. It will be added to your invoice.  

Friday 2nd Dec 6-6.45pm in the FS 
classroom 

FS Movie Night More details soon 

Friday 2nd Dec 7-8.30pm in the 
school hall 

KS1 & 2 Movie Night More details soon 

Wednesday 7th Dec 10am FT nativity FT parents and friends 
welcome 

Thursday 8th Dec 10am FW nativity FW parents and 
friends welcome 

Monday 12th Dec 1.30pm FS/KS1 nativity FS and KS1 parents 
and friends welcome 

Tuesday 13th 
December 

Leave school at 
lunchtime, return 
about 5.30 

Christmas Pantomime All children from FA - 
UKS2 

 
The cost of this outing will be £20 and will be added to your invoice.  

Thursday 15th 
December 

9.30am Christmas 
Performance 

KS2 parents and 
friends welcome 

Thursday 15th 
December 

2pm Christmas 
Performance 

KS2 parents and 
friends welcome 

Tuesday 7th February Details as per 9/9 
newsletter 

O2 Arena Young 
Voices  

All choir members, all 
Year 6 pupils, plus 
relatives & friends 

Friday 24th Feb Details soon – please 
hold the date 

Quiz Night All adults welcome 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential More details to follow 

 


